
GARDNER – SO. WILMINGTON HIGH SCHOOL DISTRICT #73 

BOARD BRIEFS 
Highlights of the Public Hearing – Issuance of Working Cash Bonds 

& Regular Meeting 

APRIL 20, 2022 
 

 

Public Hearing: 

 

ISSUANCE OF WORKING CASH BONDS: 

Mr. DeLong presented the Issuance of Working Cash Bonds.  He noted that GSW has to hold a Public Hearing, 

which is standard procedure.  There was no public in attendance / no public comment on the bonds. 

 

Regular Meeting: 

 

PUBLIC COMMENT: 

No public / no public comment.   

 

PRINCIPAL’S REPORT:   Mr. Engelman discussed the following: 

• NHS Adopt-a-Highway:  On Wed, April 15th Mrs. Kukman, NHS sponsor, and 13 students cleaned up 

along Route 53.  They picked up 14-bags of garbage.  The next event is on May 4th. 

• Academic Award Night – was held tonight, April 20th at 5:30 PM in the GSW gym.  The ceremony went 

well and attendance was good. 

• Ice Cream Awards – Tues, April 19th – any student that received a vote for “student of the year” 

received ice cream at the end of the school day.   We had 80 students that received at least 1 vote. 

 

DIRECTORS’ REPORTS:    None at this time. 

 

BUILDING AND GROUNDS REPORT:  Mr. Josh DeLong discussed the following: 

• Parking lot bid / project update:  We received 3 bids, with D Construction being the lowest bid.  We will 

start the project as soon as school is out.   

• Room Changes:  There will be a few room changes for next school year.  Mrs. Scaccia will move to 

Room 305, Mrs. Boaz will move to room 201, Mr. Ward will move to Room 204 and Ms. Dallio will 

have Room 103 for the STEAM lab. 

• Boiler / hot water / water softener update:  We are looking to purchase a 7-year old boiler from Gardner 

Grade School, as they are moving to roof-top units.  This boiler would be our back-up boiler.  If it can fit 

/ work properly for us, we would purchase from GGS instead of buying a brand new unit. 

• Special Education / Grundy County co-op office:  We are going move our Tech Director to the 3rd floor 

conference  room in the library and turn his old office into a space for the Co-op to use for next school 

year.  

 

SUPERINTENDENT’S REPORT:  Mr. DeLong presented on the following:  

• Curriculum Discussion:  Mrs. Heerdt, English teacher, was present tonight to discuss the English 

curriculum and various books that students read at each grade level.  The board and Administration 

agreed that they are standing behind the book choices that the English teachers pick. 

• GAVC Director’s Awards:  GSW had 3 students receive the Director’s Award for the month of March: 

o Kevin Frideres – Automotive Tech I 

o Mallory Wolf – Cosmetology II 

o Braeden Hirsch – Criminal Justice II 



• Diane Donnelly Family Scholarship – This year is the 1st year for this scholarship.  It was awarded 

tonight at the Academic Awards ceremony to a female senior student.  The family has offered to give 

$1,000 for 5-years in scholarship money to a female student that will be attending JJC. 

• Updated Solar Farm information – Comcast bough 250 of 300 megawatts.  This is reassurance that the 

project will happen. 

• Handbook Committee – Mr. Engelman will have recommendations for the board to approve at next 

month’s meeting. 

• EBF error in 2018 resulting in $26,344.66 payment to us this year – This is good news for us.  We will 

be receiving this money soon. 

• Prom details – GSW High School Prom is being held on Saturday, April 30th at the Gardner American 

Legion from 6 – 10 pm.   The public can view decorations and walk-thru the building from 4:30 – 5:30 

pm.  Walk-in is at 6:00 pm and coronation is at 9:30 pm. 

• Graduation details – 2022 Graduation Ceremony is on Sunday, May 15 at 12 noon in the gymnasium.  

This year is the 100th graduation ceremony. 

• Summer School / Credit Recovery – GSW will host summer school at the high school this year.  We will 

have 2 teachers monitoring students completing on-line programs.  ESSR funds are being used to pay 

for this. 

 

BOE MEMBERS REPORTS: 

Katy Wepprecht reminded the board about the GSW Band fundraiser being held this Saturday night, April 23 at 

5:00 PM at the Gardner American Legion.  There are over 70 raffle baskets, silent auction, a 50/50, music, food, 

and more.  The cost is $10 per ticket entry fee.  The building will be open starting at 12 noon for a bake sale and 

for people to purchase raffle tickets.  The money being raised will be used to help pay for the Gardner Area 

Band trip to South Dakota to perform a concert at Mount Rushmore National Memorial in June. 

 

ACTION ITEMS : 

• Approve the Resolution declaring the intention to issue Working Cash Fund Bonds for the purpose of 

increasing the Working Cash Fund of the District. 

• Approve D Construction’s responsible low bid for the parking lot improvement project at a total of 

$321,278.16.   Note that Alternate one is pending IDOT approval. 

• Approve IHSA membership for the 2022-2023 school year. 

• Approve the second reading of Administrative Assistant job descriptions. 

• Approve the hire of Terri Balcom as summer office worker. 

• Approve the hire of temporary summer building worker, Kevin Frideres. 

• Approve the designation of regular board meeting time, place and dates for FY23. 

• Approve the change of district signatories. 

• Set the daily substitute teacher rate for the 2022-2023 school year. 

• Non-Tenure teacher rehire for FY23 school year. 
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